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“Designed to support faculty 
initiatives and build community 
through the use(s) of technology in 
teaching and learning... 

expanding professional 
development opportunities for 
faculty research and teaching. 
Creating networks and support 
systems that are enabled by easy 
access to quality digital resources…

The Academic Commons is expected 
to grow in a flexible manner, taking 
into account the changing dynamics 
of political, social, cultural, and 
technological environments 
affecting the university.”

commons.gc.cuny.edu



Teaching Social Justice 
Content
● What topics does the course cover?  Who does your course recognize as “experts” on 

these topics? What course materials are used? 

Student Engagement 
● How do students access materials? What types of assignments do students complete?
● How is student knowledge addressed and incorporated into the course?

Pedagogy
● How do our teaching methods foster and promote equity? How do the materials, 

technologies, and language we use mirror and uphold social justice pedagogies?

Change Making
● What types of (potential) change will your course envision? How will our pedagogy, 

technologies, and tools support students achieving this change?



Teaching Social 
Justice: Content



Teaching Social 
Justice: Content

https://eng110michael.commons.gc.cuny.edu/syllabus/


Teaching Social 
Justice: Content

https://msh334spring2017.commons.gc.cuny.edu/handouts-readings/9-electronic-music-sampling/


“any type of educational materials that are in the public domain or introduced 
with an open license…[meaning] that anyone can legally and freely copy, use, 
adapt and re-share them. OERs range from textbooks to curricula, syllabi, 
lecture notes, assignments, tests, projects, audio, video and animation.” 
(UNESCO)

“Use of cost-free, publicly available online tools and platforms by instructors 
and students for teaching, learning, and communicating in support of 
educational goals“ (Rosen & Smale, 2015; Hybrid Pedagogy)

Open Educational Resources (OER)

http://www.digitalpedagogylab.com/hybridped/open-digital-pedagogy-critical-pedagogy/


“Open”
How can we think about “open” beyond “openly licensed materials”?

...what else do we mean when we talk about “open,” and how can we think 
about “openness” as an ethos not simply a licensing agreement, one with 
tremendous power to shift education beyond a focus on “content”?

...here’s a key question: does “open” actually transform the way in which 
we do “school,” the way in which we teach and learn?

- Audrey Watters, “What Do We Mean By Open Education”

http://hackeducation.com/2015/01/16/what-do-we-mean-by-open-education


Teaching Social Justice: Student Engagement  

http://hypothes.is
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Teaching Social Justice: Pedagogy 
→ Open Education: materials, platforms, methods

→ Student-centered assignments, syllabi, classroom 

→ Students and faculty produce knowledge, own their own work 

→ Flexibility: governance, design, and function 

→ Peer-to-peer: shared knowledge production

→ Public visibility: option to connect with various audiences 

→ Develop transferable skills: digital literacy, writing, podcasting



Teaching Social Justice: Pedagogy 



Teaching Social Justice: 
Change Making 



Teaching Social Justice: Change Making 

“I was filled with absolute fear. You see, the thought of 
me- quiet me, could barely speak to my own 
classmates me- talking to random people on the 
street was so unrealistic that I considered dropping 
the class just to get out of it, but as the semester 
progressed my outlook began to change. Before we 
hit the streets of Jackson heights, we began by 
interviewing our classmates first. I got to interview 
Malique, someone who I now call a friend, and during 
it we got to talk about many different topics. We spoke 
of the power of bilingualism, the dangers of white 
privilege, and even shared challenges we both faced 
as people of color”

“I didn’t think I would enjoy 
this class the way I did. 
Usually I’m in and out of the 
class and never look back but 
this time it is different. Not 
only did I take the knowledge 
of the subjects discussed in 
class, but I also got to show 
my creative side to not only 
my classmates but also to 
people outside of the school”



Teaching Social Justice: Change Making 

“It is the pedagogical site 
on which identities are 
formed, subject 
positions are made 
available, social agency 
enacted, and cultural 
forms both reflect and 
deploy power through 
their modes of 
ownership and mode of 
public pedagogy”

- Henry Giroux, (2004) 



Teaching Social Justice 
Content: Accessibility
● Open Educational Resources, Universal Design, Marginalized histories/knowledges, 

student input

Student Engagement: Knowledge production
● Students as experts, producers of knowledge 
● Multimedia for various methods of engagement

Pedagogy: Critical, open, digital, student-centered
● Choosing materials, pedagogies, platforms that mirror our pedagogical values; offer 

options for knowledge production, openness, lack of surveillance/capital accumulation

Change Making: Creating possibility
● Putting students in position to imagine futures, enact change 



Thank you!

Laurie Hurson | Open Educational Technologist | lhurson@gc.cuny.edu

Inés Vañó García | TLC Fellow | ivanogarcia@gradcenter.cuny.edu

GC TLC: cuny.is/teaching

Teaching Social Justice: Questions, Discussion 

http://cuny.is/teaching


Teaching Social Justice 



OER lower costs for students → increase student access and engagement

Student-centered pedagogies and open, collaborative tech tools 

- welcome, encourage knowledge sharing 
- engage students in knowledge production within, beyond class 
- foster various forms of engagement 
- allow for experiential learning

Teaching Social Justice → Open Pedagogy



Why teach with                     or                  ?
→ Open source web framework

→ Open Education: resources, platform, teaching

→ No data collection; Students and Faculty own their work 

→ Flexible design and function (Themes  and Plugins)

→ Peer-to-peer connection: shared creation, knowledge production

→ Public visibility, option to connect with various audiences 

→ Develop Digital Literacy skills



Courses on the 
CUNY Commons 

commons.gc.cuny.edu


